Roux limb volvulus after pancreas transplantation: an unusual cause of pancreatic graft loss.
Pancreas transplantation with enteric drainage avoids the long-term urological complications of bladder drainage. Increasing use of this technique raises the possibility of complications from the enteric reconstruction. This report describes a patient five yr after left-sided pancreas transplant with Roux-en-Y enteric drainage, presenting with abdominal pain, leukocytosis and radiological evidence of bowel obstruction. Exploration revealed a volvulus of the Roux limb as it passed through the mesocolon, with necrosis of the allograft duodenum and marked congestion of the pancreas. This is the first report of pancreas graft loss due to this entity, which should be recognized as an unusual cause of abdominal pain after pancreas transplantation. Potential bowel complications related to the sigmoid mesentery in left-sided pancreas transplantation are additional reasons for right-sided placement of the pancreas allograft.